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McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — PRIORITIES 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [3.00 pm] — without notice: I move — 
That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be debated 
forthwith — 

That this house condemns the wrong priorities of the McGowan Labor government for rushing 
through legislation to strip regional representation from Parliament at a time when there is no 
clear COVID-19 plan, dangerously low vaccination rates and an under-resourced health system 
which is putting patients’ lives at risk. 

Ms S.E. Winton interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Wanneroo! 
Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need the support of an absolute majority 
for it to succeed. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 
On motion by Mr D.A. Templeman (Leader of the House), resolved — 

To insert after “forthwith” — 
, subject to the debate being limited to 10 minutes for government members and 10 minutes for 
non-government members 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 
The SPEAKER: I note again that as this is a motion to suspend standing orders, it will need an absolute majority 
in order to succeed. I have counted the Assembly and satisfied myself that an absolute majority is present, so I declare 
the motion carried. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [3.02 pm]: I thank the Leader of the House 
for supporting the suspension of standing orders motion and giving the opposition an opportunity to speak. 
The SPEAKER: Member, you need to actually move the motion. 
Ms L. METTAM: I move — 

That this house condemns the wrong priorities of the McGowan Labor government for rushing through 
legislation to strip regional representation from Parliament at a time when there is no clear COVID-19 
plan, dangerously low vaccination rates and an under-resourced health system which is putting patients’ 
lives at risk. 

This motion is about the unconscionable priorities of this government in pursuing its own political agenda when 
our health system is literally on its knees. It is about the government’s blatant arrogance to ignore and attempt 
to divert attention away from a very real crisis that affects the health and lives of Western Australians every day. 
This week we have seen the Labor Party for what it is, self-serving and worried only about its own political power 
beyond the years of this term of government. At a time it could, and should, be focusing on the state of a health 
system that it has allowed to be run down over the last four and a half years, it is instead trying to ram through the 
Constitutional and Electoral Legislation Amendment (Electoral Equality) Bill, a bill the government said was not 
on its agenda not once, but seven times. 
Ms S.E. Winton interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 
Ms L. METTAM: The bill serves no purpose but to remove regional representation from the political process and 
to make the system more metro-centric and to support Labor’s own political agenda. 
Ms S.E. Winton interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! 
Ms L. METTAM: The government has the numbers. It could have introduced this bill at any stage during the last 
four years. 
Several members interjected. 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! Member for Wanneroo, I call you for the first time. There are a lot of side 
conversations going on. If you want to have a chat, take it outside. 
Ms L. METTAM: I will not be taking grubby interjections from the other members in this place because this is 
a very important motion. 
Ms S.E. Winton interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you for the second time. 
Ms L. METTAM: The government hopes to push through the electoral reform bill in the hope that voters will forget 
in 2025 about its lack of honesty and lack of integrity. It has accused the opposition of playing politics by daring 
to scrutinise the bill and attempting to bring a referendum to the people of WA. It is disgraceful and speaks to the 
values of this Labor government—always a crowd-pleaser, usually with glowing media coverage, introducing new 
laws to deal with an age-old problem, laws that one of our prominent Queen’s Counsel said will have little effect. 
A number of damning reports were tabled in Parliament this week. The Department of Health annual report 2020–2021, 
despite its glossy cover and colourful charts, did little to hide the deteriorating state of our health system. There were 
119 deaths due to clinical errors across our hospitals, which highlights a health system under extraordinary pressure. 
The loved ones of 119 families died in hospital due to preventable error, not because of the medical condition they 
were there for in the first place. In the WA Country Health Service, there were 116 SAC 1—severity assessment 
code 1—incidents and 39 deaths. A report states that under the Child and Adolescent Health Service, the number 
of incidents resulting in death had doubled from three to six over the same two-year period. 
The system is at breaking point after four and a half years of chronic underfunding and under-resourcing. We have 
seen extraordinary staff shortages and frontline health workers continually being asked to do more with less, doing 
double shifts and overtime. We also saw in the Department of Health’s annual report that only 63 per cent of 
stakeholders believe that the Department of Health is meeting expectations. The feedback was clear about the need 
for budget growth and transparency around the budget process. 
We know that staff morale is low. The Your Voice in Health survey found that less than half the number of 
respondents felt their organisation valued and supported them. Only one in three health workers felt comfortable 
speaking up. The annual report also confirms that response times for priority 1 emergencies dropped below the target 
15 minutes for the first time since 2016, another damning statistic and a damning reflection on our health system, 
which is in crisis. It is incredibly frightening to consider. 
We know that response times have been seriously hampered due to the record number of hours that ambulances 
wait outside our hospitals for patients to be received—more than 6 500 hours in August this year. Again, we see 
attempts to divert attention away from the serious issues facing our health system. We have bed block. More than 
100 code yellow incidents were called in hospitals last year because there were not enough beds in our hospital 
system. We know that our maternity hospitals are regularly on bypass because they do not have capacity and there is 
no plan for how to deal with this issue while a women’s and babies’ hospital is being built. Budget estimates revealed 
that more than 1 400 elective surgeries were cancelled in the metropolitan and country health system. This was before 
the government publicly announced category 2 and 3 surgeries would be put on hold. There are no COVID cases 
in the community, but the health system is already straining to cope with the volume of patients. 
That brings us to the vaccination rollout. Last year, we were told border controls would give the health system 
time to prepare for the so-called storm. Twenty months on, we are in no better state. Some may say it is worse. 
We have the worst vaccination rates in the country and a government that has resorted to trying to mandate cohorts 
to lift up the lagging rate. Overwhelmingly, what the people of Western Australia need is a clear plan on how 
we will incentivise vaccination and what the plan going forward is for Western Australians who have been 
overwhelmingly obedient. 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.09 pm]: I rise to congratulate the member for 
Vasse for this very good motion that she has brought to this house, condemning the Labor government for its 
disgusting lack of sensible priorities. In the middle of the COVID pandemic, what did it take up as its main priority? 
Stripping away regional representation! 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr R.S. LOVE: What we are seeing in this place today at four o’clock — 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! Minister! The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has the floor. He has 
three minutes to go, then the government will have the opportunity to respond. 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo! 
Mr R.S. LOVE: The member for Vasse is a great advocate for the health system in Western Australia. She has 
been speaking out throughout this intense time when we have been working as a small team against an overwhelming 
majority of Labor government members, who have the wrong priorities at the heart of their government. They 
do not have the priorities that the member for Vasse has. She is ensuring that the health of Western Australians is 
the number one priority. Their priorities are completely wrong. They are going to cut away regional voices at 
four o’clock, at a time when our vaccination rates are among the lowest in Australia. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! Minister! 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Within our own state, we have Aboriginal communities that have devastatingly low vaccination 
rates. I had a briefing from the Chief Health Officer at lunchtime, and I was staggered to hear that the vaccination 
levels for some Indigenous communities is as low as 12 per cent. I am not talking about remote communities. 
Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister! 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I am talking about communities in the south west that are accessing the health system in the same 
way as other people in the south west do. The government is not getting the message out there. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr R.S. LOVE: It is not getting to the communities. It is not ensuring that people are being vaccinated inside the 
time frame that we need to be able to protect Western Australia from an ongoing health crisis. We have a health 
system that is already in crisis, and we do not have COVID here at the moment. What will happen if we have an 
outbreak here? 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I tried to get answers from the Chief Health Officer on how many hospital beds would be available 
in this state. I could not get any sort of indication that we have any capacity whatsoever to deal with any major 
outbreak, especially in regional areas. The only plan in regional areas is to rely upon the Royal Flying Doctor Service 
or St John Ambulance. We know that St John Ambulance is another organisation that the government has in its sights, 
again, as a wrong priority. If the government strips away St John Ambulance and all the volunteers who work 
there, who is going to be answering the call in Carnamah, Eneabba or Wyalkatchem if somebody needs help? Again, 
we are seeing the government’s wrong priorities at work. The government has a predetermined plan when it comes 
to stripping away the regional voices in this Parliament. It has a predetermined plan when it comes to stripping 
St John Ambulance of its contract. That is why the government has not given it a decent contract renewal for the 
entire time it has been in office. 
MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [3.12 pm]: What a complete joke! You guys are hopeless! 
Honestly, Deputy Speaker, I have never seen a more incompetent bunch of fools in my life. Rather than debating 
the issue about which they care most, rather than debating the issue about which they have cried foul that they have 
not had time to talk about this week, we have had to listen to the member for Vasse reading out some staff member’s 
dissertation done as part of a creative writing exercise, rather than actually getting on with the debate that they want 
to have! Why are they wasting so much of their own time allocated to cross-examine a bill that they say they care 
so much about? Member for Vasse, how many questions have you asked in the debate? 
Several members interjected. 
Mr R.H. COOK: I am sorry; I did not hear. Member for Vasse, how many questions have you asked in this debate 
on electoral reform? 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! Minister! 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I am almost going to get to two and a half calls for you! Member, 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, you have had your opportunity to speak. It is now the government’s turn to respond 
to your contribution and that of the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party. Members of the government, you have the 
minister on his feet responding to this suspension motion. Hansard does not have any chance of recording any of 
this the way you are carrying on. Can we let the minister carry on in silence, please. 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leader of the House! 
Mr R.H. COOK: Deputy Speaker, I simply ask the very straightforward question of the member for Vasse, one of 
the regional members in this place: how many questions on this bill that she says will impact so dreadfully on 
Western Australians has she asked? 
Several members interjected. 
Mr R.H. COOK: It is zero, yet she has the temerity to stand up here now and waste another 20 minutes of this 
chamber’s time complaining about the bill that members opposite have had every opportunity this week to actually 
examine the government on. Are they incompetent or just lazy? 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Deputy Leader! Attorney General! 
Mr R.H. COOK: Deputy Speaker, I heard the Leader of the Opposition on radio this morning crying foul that 
members opposite have not had enough time to debate this legislation, despite three days being allocated, despite 
every effort to answer their questions and despite all the opportunities they have had. Now we have the member for 
Vasse, I assume with the permission of the Leader of the Opposition, given that her deputy has spoken to this motion, 
coming in here and wasting another 20 minutes of the chamber’s time having a discussion about COVID-19, which 
we are happy to discuss at any time. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party! 
Mr R.H. COOK: If we want an opportunity to address the plight or the issues associated with the health system, 
what we have to do is pass the budget. Have we done that? We have. We have in place a $1.9 billion funding package 
to make sure that we can get on and address the issues associated with COVID-19, address the issues associated with 
demand in our hospitals and ensure that we keep Western Australians safe, despite the efforts of the Liberal Party and 
the Nationals WA’s friend Clive Palmer to tear down all those things that we have relied on to keep us safe. Despite 
the member for Vasse’s efforts, we have kept Western Australians safe. As a result of that, the Western Australian 
economy and the Western Australian community have been allowed to progress. The fact of the matter is that when 
we have a situation whereby the opposition says that we have no plan for COVID, we have to say, “Okay, let’s see 
how the plan has gone to date.” We have Western Australians everywhere grateful for the fact that this government 
has kept them safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Dr D.J. Honey: That’s not a plan! 
Mr R.H. COOK: We have been implementing our plan, member for Cottesloe! We remember your plan from last 
year to tear down the borders and we saw how well that worked for New South Wales and Victoria! 
Ms M.J. Davies: How do you plan to get everyone vaccinated? 
Mr R.H. COOK: We have seen how well that works! Thank goodness we have the McGowan government to 
keep everyone safe! I am coming to your point, Leader of the Opposition, so do not worry about that. We are coming 
there. I just wanted to bask for a moment in the praise of the McGowan government led by the incredible Premier 
that has kept Western Australians safe, kept our resources industry going, made sure that we have the workers in the 
agricultural sector to keep our farms going, and made sure that — 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
Mr R.H. COOK: Deputy Speaker. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr R.H. COOK: Really! No wonder the Attorney General was so frustrated with your cross-examination. I did 
watch it for a period when we repeatedly spun our wheels on clause 1 of the legislation. Members opposite were not 
actually asking questions of the legislation. 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr R.H. COOK: They were really just re-running their second reading speeches in a way that I think really exposes 
the incompetence of those opposite. 
COVID-19 plan—tick. We have done a great job with the assistance of an incredible community to keep this 
economy open, keep people safe and, thankfully, avoid the literally hundreds of deaths that we have seen occur in 
New South Wales. 
I now turn to vaccination rates. People ask why we do not have the vaccination rates of Victoria and New South 
Wales. Apart from the fact that New South Wales got an extra million doses ahead of the other states through the 
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favouritism of the commonwealth government, they saw bodies lined up in the mortuaries of New South Wales’ 
hospitals and thought, “I don’t want that to happen to me. I don’t want to be one of those death statistics.” As a result 
of that, people in New South Wales flocked to vaccine centres to get themselves vaccinated. Teenagers lined up 
for the AstraZeneca vaccine. They simply want to avoid the consequences of it. 
The member for Vasse, as she read out her politics 101 essay, made the observation that some would say that we 
have the worst vaccination rates in the country. The problem is that what the member for Vasse says for the vast 
majority of the time is just not true. The latest statistics I have are from 12 October—admittedly, they are not from 
yesterday; they are from the day before yesterday—and they show that 53.5 per cent of eligible Western Australians 
have now received two jabs. That is more than Queensland, which is at 53.4 per cent, and is running neck and neck 
with South Australia, which is at 55.5 per cent. The narrative that the member for Vasse was creating, that somehow 
we are failures in this, is simply incorrect. When we look at first jabs, the figure in Western Australia is 72.2 per cent. 
The Northern Territory, which admittedly has 56.9 per cent of people with double jabs, has only 68.7 per cent of its 
population with single jabs. It is simply not the case to say that we have the worst vaccination rates in the country. 
We are better than some states and, by and large, we are running neck and neck with all those states that have actually 
managed the COVID-19 pandemic. If it is a curse on our community that we have managed the pandemic well 
and, as a result, people who have busy lives and casual jobs and who do not have aspirations to travel, have somehow 
decided not to get vaccinated yet—we urge them to do so—then that is not our fault. It is a great situation for 
Western Australia to be in—that people feel so proud and confident of what we have done. 
But we have to get them vaccinated and that is why we have the Vaccine Commander in place, who is doing a great 
job rolling out the vaccination program, except he is being undermined by those opposite. The member for Moore 
made the most profoundly obscure and confused contribution in this debate that I have seen in a very long time. 
He criticised us for not having vaccinated enough people in Aboriginal communities when it is specifically the 
responsibility of his mates in Canberra. Go talk to Barnaby! That’s right: you do not support Barnaby! Go talk to 
Barnaby about his lack of performance and the lack of performance of the commonwealth government. We are doing 
a substantial amount of the heavy lifting in Aboriginal communities. I am out there encouraging them day in and 
day out, and so is Chris Dawson. We are doing everything we can. Do not dare come in here and try to offload the 
incompetence of the federal government onto this government when it is the federal government’s responsibility. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken, the Deputy Speaker casting his vote with the noes, with the following result — 

Ayes (5) 

Ms M.J. Davies Mr R.S. Love Mr V.A. Catania (Teller)  
Dr D.J. Honey Ms L. Mettam  

 

Noes (40) 

Mr S.N. Aubrey Ms J.L. Hanns Mr K.J.J. Michel Mr D.A.E. Scaife 
Mr G. Baker Mr M. Hughes Mr S.A. Millman Ms J.J. Shaw 
Ms H.M. Beazley Mr W.J. Johnston Mr Y. Mubarakai Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr H.T. Jones Mrs L.M. O’Malley Dr K. Stratton 
Ms C.M. Collins Mr D.J. Kelly Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr R.H. Cook Dr J. Krishnan Mr S.J. Price Mr D.A. Templeman 
Ms D.G. D’Anna Mr P. Lilburne Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Ms C.M. Tonkin 
Ms E.L. Hamilton Ms S.F. McGurk Ms R. Saffioti Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms M.J. Hammat Mr D.R. Michael Ms A. Sanderson Ms C.M. Rowe (Teller) 

Question thus negatived. 
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